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Evaluation

2004 Edition

An official publication of Delta Farmers Advocating Resource Management
Evaluation

2004 Edition

Each member has the option to complete the evaluation by himself, or with the assistance of the Delta F.A.R.M. staff, your Mississippi State University Extension Service County Agent, or your Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation Field Services Representative.  If you choose to complete the evaluation by yourself, please return the completed Evaluation to Delta F.A.R.M. before March 1.  Delta F.A.R.M.’s mailing address is printed on the last page of this document.

General Information:
Farm Name___________________________________________________

Farmer or Landowner___________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________

Telephone_____________________________________________________
Farming Practices:

Total Acres (owned, rented, and/or leased)___________________________

Cotton________________________________________________________

Rice__________________________________________________________

Soybeans______________________________________________________

Corn_________________________________________________________

Wheat________________________________________________________

Milo_________________________________________________________

Catfish_______________________________________________________

Other Crops___________________________________________________

Timber or lands not farmed_______________________________________

Evaluation Instructions

If you can answer yes to the question, you earn the right to be awarded the maximum points available on most questions.  If you answer no to the question, you receive zero (0) points.  Fill in the “Awarded Points” column as you go.  Quantity and quality of the conservation practice is not relevant in this section.  In the “Max. Points” column, some values have an asterisk* beside them.  These are partial credit questions and a simple yes does not qualify you for maximum points.  Read the question carefully to determine the scoring criteria for that question and fill in the appropriate score.  Some questions may not apply to your operation.  If so, mark “N/A” in the Awarded Points column.  You will not be penalized for answering “N/A” on a question.  This information will be used to establish your personal environmental stewardship score.  This score is confidential, as are the answers from the Evaluation.  The information will later be used to compile the Delta F.A.R.M. Environmental Stewardship Database.  

Soil Conservation, Water Quality & Water Supply

Do you…





Max. Points/Awarded Points
Have a Soil Conservation Plan?     


10

_____

Have filter strips in appropriate 



areas?
 *(rank yourself on a scale of 

1 to 5 and multiply times 10 to get points) 

50*

_____

Have grass waterways on main 




drains and ditches?





25

_____

Have terraces or use contour





farming on slopping lands?



10

_____



Use conservation tillage practices

 


such as no-till, minimum-till 

or reduced-till? *(50 points for no-till,

35 for min-till, and 25 for reduced-till)

50*

_____


Do you…





Max. Points/Awarded Points
Utilize water-control structures?


20

_____

Manage crop residues?




10

_____

Sub-soil or chisel in the fall?



20

_____

Rotate crops?





10

_____



Have levees around your fields?


10

_____


Double crop?





10

_____



Use cover crops?





10

_____

Maintain riparian areas near water?


10

_____

Hold winter water on your fields?


20

_____

Maintain good grass cover on exterior

catfish pond levees? (catfish production)

10

_____

Use 6/3 water management system?


20

_____

(catfish production)

Extend catfish pond drains past the

toe of the levee? (catfish production)


20

_____

Utilize a seining pad? (catfish production)

10

_____


Do you…





Max. Points/Awarded Points

Use straight levees rather than

contour levels in rice fields?



20

_____



Use water control structures such 

as overfall pipes and slotted board

risers?






20

_____



Conduct annual water quality

tests on any wells used for drinking

that are not on a municipal or 

community system?




10

_____

Use a surface or tail water 

recovery system?





20

_____

Converted some irrigation wells from 

groundwater to surface water?



20

_____

Have filter strips in appropriate 


areas?
  (repeat) *(rank yourself on a scale 

of 1 to 5 and multiply times 10 to get points)

50*

_____






Have grass waterways on main 



drains and ditches? (repeat)



25

_____


Control the water that exits your fields

through the utilization of water control

structures?






20

_____


Land form fields to minimize irrigation 

water use?






20

_____


Build pads around the lower ends of your

fields to contain runoff and irrigate more 

efficiently?






20

_____

Pesticide, Fertilizer, and Petroleum Stewardship

Do you…





Max. Points/Awarded Points

Have filter strips around

loading and mixing facilities?



25

_____


Have back-siphon check valves?


25

_____


Utilize a closed or a semi-closed 

mixing system?  *(25 points for 

completely closed, 15 for semi-closed)

25*

_____



Utilize precision ag products and

techniques to minimize pesticide

and fertilizer inputs?




20

_____


Use application techniques to reduce

drift and/or increase application precision?

20

_____


Use Integrated Pest Management System (IPM)?
20

_____

Store chemicals and other hazardous products

in a safe place?





20

_____


Store pond additives and chemicals in a safe

place?  (catfish production)



20

_____

Use genetically modified seed to reduce

pesticide/herbicide use?




20

_____

Hazardous and Solid Waste Disposal

Do you…





Max. Points/Awarded Points

Recycle empty pesticide containers?


10

_____



Dispose of used oil through

a licensed contractor or retailer?


10

_____

Dispose of old batteries through

a licensed contractor or retailer?


10

_____

Dispose of used tires through

a dealer or tire recycler?




10

_____


Dispose of polypipe through a 

recycler?






10

_____

Wildlife Management and Wildlife Habitat Enhancement

Do you…





Max. Points/Awarded Points
Have a wildlife management plan?


10

_____



Leave crops for wildlife?




10

_____

Maintain riparian areas?




10

_____

Plant supplemental food sources

for wildlife (food plots, etc…)?



10

_____



Flood fields for waterfowl?



10

_____

Construct or maintain habitat for native 

wildlife and/or migratory species?


10

_____

Evaluation

2004 Edition

Personal Environmental Stewardship Score

(for Member’s records only)

_______________ (A) Total Number of Points Earned
______________
(B) Total Number of Possible Points




Do not include points that are “N/A” for your operation.

A/B x 100 = Personal Environmental Stewardship as a Percent

Evaluation Extra

2004 Edition

The Evaluation Extra section attempts to quantify significant non-regulatory conservation practices.  As an addition to the standard Evaluation, this section will further define Delta F.A.R.M.’s legitimacy and improve the existing Delta F.A.R.M. Environmental Stewardship Database.

Please attempt to answer each question as accurately as possible.

Estimate the number of acres on your farming operation that drains through filter strips or grass waterways.  _______________________

Estimate the number of acres on your farming operation that you can control water through the use of water control structures.  (i.e. slotted board risers, flash board risers, overfall pipes, etc…)  _________________

Estimate the number of acres on your farming operation on which you practice no-till___________, minimum till____________, and/or 

reduced-tillage____________.

Estimate the number of acres on your farming operation that has been land formed.  ______________________________________________________

Estimate the number of acres on your farming operation, which is contained by a levee system. (i.e. raised levees or raised turn rows all the way around the field)  ___________________________________________

Estimate the number of acres on your farming operation, which is flooded each year for waterfowl, erosion control, and/or weed control.  _________

Estimate the number of acres on your farming operation, which is in a straight levee production system.  _________________________________

Estimate the number of acres on your farming operation, which is irrigated by a tail water recovery system.  _________________________

Estimate the number of acres on your farming operation, which is irrigated by surface water.  _____________________________

Estimate the number of acres on your farming operation, which is irrigated by groundwater.  _____________________________

Estimate the number of acres of timberland ______, acres of wildlife food 

plots ______, acres of recreational ponds or lakes _______, acres of riparian

areas ______, and acres of other lands you consider wildlife habitat_______.

Estimate how many rolls of polypipe you recycle each year.  ___________

If you have used any Federal Conservation Programs, please indicate how many acres you have enrolled in each program whether the land is still under contract or has closed.


CRP-General Sign Up




_____________


CRP-Continuous Sign Up (Riparian Buffers)

_____________


WRP







_____________


EQIP







_____________


WHIP







_____________

Comments

Delta F.A.R.M. encourages all members, cooperators, sponsors, and other interested parties to submit comments.  The success of the program depends on the cooperation, guidance, and help of its members and concerned parties.  If you have any ideas or suggestions to strengthen the program or the evaluation, please submit your suggestions or comments to:

Delta F.A.R.M.

P.O. Box 257

Stoneville, MS 38776

Phone: (662) 686-3350

Fax: (662) 686-3382

Delta F.A.R.M. Executive Committee

Travis Satterfield, Chairman

Philip Barbour, Director

Dan Branton, Director

Nolen Canon, Director

Bobby Carson, Director

Jimmie Dick Carter, Director

Mattson Flowers, Director

W. A. Percy, II, Director

Mike Sturdivant, Jr., Director
Sponsors

Syngenta

Delta & Pine Land Company

FMC Corporation

Farmers Grain Terminal
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality

United States Environmental Protection Agency
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